Integrale’s bulld
quality proved
better than we
expected. Engine
still improving
but tracking
problems not

yet ironed out

| Lancia
il Delta HF
Integrale

Qur Integrale’s performance has improved with age but in
27,000 miles it’s been through one clutch, three dealers and
more front tyres than Michael Harvey has had hot dinners
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OUR 26,887-MILE-OLD INTEGRALE IS
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to a Ferrari ;
had personal experience of small hatches
burning out before their time, and none had

¢ turbocharged intercoocled, and
four-wheel drive spec of the Lancia.

There are a few reservations, certainly, but
Integrale motoring comes with the highest
recommendation from us.
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involve fitting the ste ck
Prisma which, at
another,
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we thought, it w
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with the desired toe-in and camber intact,
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over 6000 miles. The track jng
be wrong — there was £
by Ivor Hill in

With new fronts
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LANCIA DELTA HF INTEGRALE

Thanks to its
four-wheel drive,
terrific chassis
and razor-sharp
steering, the
Integrale offers
inspired handling
ability

4 levels of grip traction and performance.”

That honeymoon lasted until the car went
for its 18,000-mule service, with the fronts
12,000-miles old and the rears having gone
the distance. By then the car was tramlining,
falling off the road camber and pulling to the
left under hard braking,

The front set-up has fallen out of true
again, and was fixed before we replaced all
the rubber at a cost of £368, Bur it wasn't 1o
last, for that next ser of fronts wore through
o their skeletons after just 3466 miles. That's
rubber alone at 3p a mile.

As Ivor Hill, ne longer in the Lancia dealer
network, could not find a spot in its service
schedule, we ook the car elsewhere 1o have
the tracking problem thoroughly investi-
gated, We ook the car o Len Street in
Chelsea, a decision we've come W regrel.

Len Street fixed the tracking although
when we took the car to Lancia headquarters
later, there was still some room for modifica-
tions. What happened at Len Street has
already been documented in Running Report
16 Mayl but, in short, an over-zealous valet
man managed to fill the whole of the interior
with engine protection wax. Two new seats
and two further valets were required before
the car was properly clean again.

WHAT IT COST
Price new £l6,995
Price now 20,9495 (1A-valve madel)
Estimated trade-mn valee £12 (0l
FUEL'OML (cost for 26,887 mules)
gal 14076 4-stap'Supergreen (£1.94/5al) £2730.74
14 litres 13%'50 oil (4, 00¢stre) £546. (o}
Total E2TRG.74
TYRES
Cost £92 each
6% new front £352.00
2% new rear £184.00
Life fromt — 40% worn £73.64
vear — 10% worn E1H. 40
Total £32E.
SERVICE AND REPAIR RECORD

Faulis on delivery: Turbo boost gaupge m working, nf's
dgxr difficult 1o close, front tracking not adjusted.

SERVICE

Mileage Date Cost
750 16 D 1988 FOC
5TED 23 Feb 1989 £54.14
17,913 12 Diese 1989 L4, 50
25,811 10 May 199 £72.20
REPAIRS

Replace gear linkage bolt

correct [ronl tracking £62.10
Adjust front tracking £167.04
Replace chach Pas1.05
EXTRAORDINARY ITEMS

Replace broken quarter light E£69.32
Repair hody damage £320.85
ANNUAL STANDING COSTS

Rooad Tax £100
Insurance premium® 458
DEPRECIATION

(18 months, estimated) ES00
TOTAL RUNNING COSTS

(18 months, ex-depreciation) E£3521.77
COSTS PER MILE

{ncluding Road Tax and insurance) 20.5p
(including Boad Tax, insurance and depreciaton)  39.1p

*T'o put all our cars on equal footing for insurance costs,
the figure given in a typical quotation for a goeod-risk
driwer, with a clean record, and car garaged in
Ondfordshire, a middle-risk area. Full no-claims discount
hag been deducted. Sovurce: Cuotel Mator Insurance
Servics

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Transverse, front, permanent four-wheel drive,
Hoadbleck al. allov/cast iron. 4 cylinders in line
Bare 27mm, stroke Ymm

Capaclty 199500

Valve gear dohc, 2 valves per cvlinder. Compression
ratso & to 1, Tgniton and fuwel Mapped Webear/Marelli
breaker-less Electronse sgrtion and Mulv-pom fwel
inpection management syslem. Garrelt T3 wrbocharger
with interconler, boost pressure 14psi,

Max power 155bhp (P30 (1366 1500 at 5300 rpm
Max torgue 22410 [t (302 Nm) at 3500rpm

TRANSMISSION

S-apeed manual.

Gear Ratio mph/1000rpm
Top 0,928 3.4
4th 1.133 1%.2
Ard 1518 14.3
Znd 2.235 T
15t 3.500 6.2

Final drive: 3.11.
Epicyclic centre differential with viscous coupling lock.
Tarsen rear differential.

SUSPENSION

Front, independent, MacPherson siruis, lower
wishbones, telescopic dampers, anti-roll bar.
Rear, independent, Macl*herson soruis, iransvers:s
linkage, telescopic dampers, anti-rofl bar.

STEERING
Rack and pinson, power assisted. 2.8 wirns lock w lock,

BRAKES
Fromt 11.2in (284mm} dia ventilated discs. Rear 8 %in
(227mm) dia discs.

WHEELS
Cast aluminium alloy fins rims. 19555 VR15 Michelin
MXV tyres

DIMENSIONS

Length 153, 5ins {3%¥Mmm), width 66, %ins (1700mm),
height 54, 3ins (1380mm ], wheelbase 976105 (2430mm),
wrack, F/R 5. 1535 500 {1426/ 1 4086mm ), weight 27931h

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
LT BT
Crear mph pm mph T
Top (mean) 132 5400 128 5450
[best) 133 - 130 5550
dih 124 G300 124 6500
Ard a3 G000 a3 B
Ind 63 6500 63 6N
Ist £l G300 40 G50
Standing Ya-mibe: LT 16.6sccs, Y1mph RT 14 85ecs,
S0mph
Standing km: LT 28.6zecs, 113mph RT 27 Ysecs,
110mph
ACCELERATION
From rest
True Time Speado
mph BECE mph
LT RT RT
3l 2.5 11 iz
4i 3.7 33 41
S o 4.7 52
1] 6.8 6.4 63
70 @3 L] Fi)
il 11.% 1.4 R
50 15.1 14,7 41
100 21 19.5 L)
110 26.0 26.3 114
120 35.8 - -
N EACH GEAR
Top 4th 3rd 2nd
mph LT RT LT RT LT RT
10-30 — - - — 75 B
20-40 13.1 143 96 102 6.1 5.9
30-50 11.6 13.2 a1 4 449 4.5
40-60 0.6 114 [ .6 40 id
50-T 8.7 87 3.5 535 5 37
&0-Rik 73 7.3 35 506 45 4.5
T0-9) 7.7 8.2 5.2 b6 5.6 6.0
B0 10 9.2 9.9 7.5 7.4 — -
S0-110 B ) o8 11.3 - -
10g-120 — — 154 1.1 - —_—

BT denotes performance figures for Lancia Integeale
tested in Awtocarof 10 Febroary 1988,

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Overall mpg:

Average LT 1% 6mpg
BestWorst LT 23, 1715, 2mpu
Average BT 17.6mpg




LONGTERM

Len Street fixed the seats as quickly as it
could, bur there was more bad news to come.

Further modifications from Lancia have
seemed 1o cure the problem, which is not just
pushing up the running cost of the tyres, but
the unwarranted adjustments, too. Alas,
although the handling is as good as ever, the
evidence of the tvres, again wearing unevenly
on the insides, is that s far from over yer.

The last major event in the car’s history
happened in May when the clutch was
replaced. The ever-worsening slip had taken
the edge off the car’s performance and was
rapidly deteriorating.

Len Street sull had the re-upholstered seats
te fit, so we opted to have the new clutch
fitted there. Having collected the car, carried
out the 24.000-mile service and fitted the
repaired seats, it was returned with the news
that there was nothing wrong with the cluich
Both the (now departed) service manager and
the managing director drove the Integrale
and told us the clutch was fine.

If that clutch wasn't losing grip, [ was
losing my mind and sure enough, a few miles
later, the clutch expired altogether. Len
Street gave it a new one but we didn’t get o
try it until days after the original return date.

Was it worth the wait? The new clutch
transformed the car’s performance, just as
the solution tw the tracking problem had
transformed the handling. [t's a fact borne out
by the figures we took at just over 26,000 miles
at Millbrook Proving Ground.

In the sprint times, there's no loss since we
first took figures, when the car was spanking
new. The Lancia’s not easy to get moving
quickly. a heavy right foot is required 1o stop
it bogging down after an minal quick
getaway. The damp conditions of that first
test might well have helped the car o break
its phenomenal traction.

Where it does show is in the in-gear times,
which is this car’s real forte. It's half a second
quicker from 50mph to 70mph now, its
5.53secs time 0.3secs quicker than a Coun-
tach's. It will now reach 90mph from 70mph
in just 3.6secs, whereas it used to take 5.8,
and it’s also gquicker flat out. This 15 the first
Integrale we've ever had that will reach more
than 130mph, clocking a best top speed of
133mph and a mean of 132,

Its running costs have gone up, oo, a
result of that cluich and the car’s never-
ending appetite for tvres. At the long term
test, we reckoned about 16.6p for every
heart-racing mile but that's now climbed 1o a
whopping 20.5p, which is bordering on the
unacceptable, However the slow down in the
car's depreciation means the all-in running
costs have actually dropped. The asking price
for an Integrale like ours is £12,000 or
thereabouts, which means a loss of just under
£5000 from the original £16,995 asking price.

We honestly didn’t expect the car 1o be this
good this long, bur it is and in some ways it's
improved. You can't buy a new cight-valve
car now because the pressure from the
Japanese in the World Rally Championship
has forced Lancia to homologate a 16-valve
car. It costs nearly £21,000, which makes a
secondhand Integrale eight-valve like ours a
very tempiing offer. We know it's stll sound
although we worry abourt the tyres. If you're
toving with buying one, forget the new car,
put £9000 back in vour pocket and buy a
secondhand one. Ours, 'm pleased w 1ell
vou, is not for sale.®m

Interior suffered
an engine waxing
during over-
zealous valet

and needed seats
replacing. Left-
hand drive was
never a problam




