RALIYING SUPERCARS ARE THE NORM
these days: their standard speci-
fication includes several hundred
horsepower and four-wheel drive.
Their drivers, meanwhile, can do
clutchless gearchanges courtesy of
a Cray computer and several miles
of hydraulic piping.

Not so many years ago, though,
rally drivers had much less tech-
nology on their side. And despite
the best efforts of the corporate
designers of the 21st century, some
of yesteryear’s cars made up in
good looks for what they lacked
by comparison with today’s high-
technology racers. One such was
the Lancia Fulvia Coupé.

This attractive little car arrived
on the European rally scene in the
mid-1960s, at a time when front-
wheel-drive cars largely ruled the
roost. The impact of rear-engined
cars such as the Porsche 911 and

. the Alpine Renault A110 was yet
to occur.

In the early 1960s, front-wheel
drive gave sufficient traction for
the modest power generated. At
the same time, the car could be
controlled even in the most slip-
pery conditions by the application
of new driving techniques, such
as left-foot braking. For example,
in the early 1960s, the 850cc Saab
96 had only 75bhp yet clocked up
a brace of Monte Carlo wins and
a hat-trick on the RAC Rally. It was
shouldered out of the way by
the Mini Cooper S, whose 110bhp
gave it the best power-to-weight
ratio of the front-wheel-drive cars
of the era. Conventional cars such
as the Ford Lotus Cortina could
win forest rallies, but not the major-
ity of European events.

It was during this time that the
Italians were becoming more inter-
ested in rallies. Alfa Romeo had
always encouraged participation
with their Giulias and Giuliettas,
while Lancia, in their post-F1 era,
had supported private drivers in
Appias and Aurelias; the latter won
Monte Carlo and Li¢ge-Rome-
Liége for them. But now Lancia
wanted to be more hands-on.

Cesare Fiorio, son of Lancia’s
commercial director, Sandro, had
a vision of Lancia becoming a
major player in European rallying.
He could hot have known then
that his vision would be fulfilled
many times over.

Lancia were an independent =+







