


TEST UPDATE

ALFA 33 1.7 VELOCE

llowing the Fiat takeover at the
F':;:ginmnf_ af this year, the
rationalisation of Alfa Romeo
 has begun, at least as far as the UK
market is concerned. The tnmmed
and uprated Alfa 33 range is now
available and represents a return to
the more ‘sports’ oriented  Alfa
ranges of old with the introduction of
the two 1.7-litre-engined models; the
Cloverleafand Veloce.

Alfa has taken the opportunity to
uprate the 33 range cosmetically at
the same time with a new facia and
dashboard, new seats, a close ratio
gearbox with a shightly taller final
drive and varying degrees of bodykir;
all designed 1o enhance the sports
image.

The 32 range now consists of just
four models; two powered by the
beloved 1490ce, L05bhp “boxer” en-
gine and tao by the bored and stroked
1712cc unit. The Veloce designation
for both engine options denotes only
the fitting of a Zender bodykit.

It was always thought that the
14890 engine was stretched to max-
imum capacity already but the Alfa
engineers have done a great deal of
work and managed successfully o
squeeze out a further 222cc by
increasing the stroke and bore 1o
T2mm and 37mm respectively, from

d2mm and 84mm. Modifications
have also been made to the head and
piston crowns and the valve seats and
manifolds.

Petrol and air are supplied to each
cylinder by two twin-choke down-
draught carburettors for maximised
efficiency and performance with a
choke for each cylinder. In this
specification the engine produces
its maximum power of 118bhp at
6000rpm and develops peak torque of
106,81k ft at 3500rpm

To cope with the additional power
Alfa has uprated the clutch, firted
ventilated disc brakes atthe front and
stiffened suspension. The suspension
layout remains basically the same as
before with MacPherson struts, coil
springs, telescopic dampers and anti-
roll bar at the front and rigid beam
axle, Watts linkages, Panhard rod,
telescopic dampers and anti-roll bar
at the rear.

The mean maximum speed re-
corded on a dry and relatively
wind-free high-speed bowl ar Mill-
brook was 117mph which corres-
ponds to 5650rpm, with a wind-

PRICE £8999, TOP SPEED 117mph, 0-60mph 9. 1secs, MPG 26.2

FOR Convenience, performance AGAINST Driving position, body roll

'BACKONTHE

RIGHT TRACK

Alfa Romeo has gone back to its performance roots, giving the 33 extra |
power and performance from a bigger engine, but some faults remain

assisted best of 118mph (370rpm).

The indicated red-line on the large
rev-counter starts at 6200rpm —
shading begins at 5600rpm — and
taking this as the maximum rev-point
for the engine results in top speeds of
107, 83, 59, and 35mph for fourth,
third, second and first gears respec-
tiviely.

Rushing off the line for the stand-
ing-start acceleration runs, the 1.7
has a tendency to break traction
casily so care and a subtle right foot
are the order of the day, After a few
practice runs, 43{0rpm seemed to be
the optimum revs for dropping the
clutch. Wheelspin iz feathered
throwgh the accelerator pedal until
traction is gained and 30mph is
reached in 3.1secs, Six seconds later
and 60mph fashes up, with 100mph
achieved in 3. (secs,

The guarter-mile distance 15 co-
vered im 16.5secs at a terminal speed
of Temph from a standing-start with
the kilometre post reached in
31.2secs at 9%mph.

The Alfa 33 Green Cloverleal we
tested (Auwrccar, 15 August 1984)
returned an overall fuel consumption
figure of 26. 3mpg — reasonable for a
1.5litre “hot-hatchback™ but the 0-
tllmph of 9 8secs did not break any
records. The Alfa 33 1.7 returned a
figure very close to this— 26, 2mpg —
during its 634 miles with us despite
improved performance, which is a
clear indication that the Alfa en-
gineers have done their job well.

Applving the Aweocar average
formula results in a consumption
figure of 2&&mpz which s more

representative. Prospective owners
should remember that our overall
fizure includes the performance rest-
ing and we do tend to drive test cars
hard, The Alfa’s croising range is
around 300 miles. :

Ride and handling are the areas
which always end up as a compromise
in production cars and this is very
much the case with the Alfa 1.7. It
docs have uprated suspension to cope
with the improved performance and
in the normal course of driving it is
adequate but driven really enthusias-
tically there is too much body-roll 1o
suit the tastes of some ‘hot-hatch’
owners. The compromise is very
much towards ride while leaving the
handling on the safe, but not positive
side,

Being (ront-wheel drive and with a

welght distribution biased to the Tront
— 62 per centf38 per cent — the 1.7
has @ natural tendency to understeer,
Lift-off mid corners and the front end
tucks-in to correct the line accompa-
nied by wheel scrub which reduces
speed. IF the driver is really driving
hard a rear inside wheel will leave the
ground on lifting off the throttle but
this iz not to the detriment of the
handling.

The sheer amount of roll wnder |
hard comenng is readily noticeable,
Amti-roll bars are fitted front and rear
bt the body roll s sull sufficient o
make the driver feel a little uneasy.
It's mot in the least dangerous as it is
virtually impossible to make | the
rear-end step out of line, but the
press-on driver may fecl asif the car is
becoming uneasy through a series p




= = e =
OVERALL LENGTH 158 415 “
1 E i | S e | 1 B _____-t_ | “Basic _ F7782.50
| —— " ~SpecialCar Tax_ EBa1ES
7 T ] AT — E113465
|{ L L b de | Total[inGB}  £8999.00
P — L 3 i _'“_’_'.____ [ [Tul R S Licence _F100.00
EE| LR ._,I 2 | Deliverycharge (London] £210.00
: 7T [ |F === T | | MNumber plates £20.00
“ e ~ - B | ‘41 5 TotalontheRoad £9329.00
_{_ I z lexcluding insurance) B
T || 1 = Insurance group A
[ “EJ | L1 o = o P Blaupunkt Melbourna S0R 26
wly e 5 radin/cassstte £120.00
|| 5| A [ { Total as tested
- : __J_L ontheroad £9518.00
\¥ + s | ' | SERVICE & PARTS
| | | | I | | Interval
Teming carches: Between kerbs L, JH. B R 24 o }-., change OO0 12,000 24"@'_
| 5 Engineoll  Yes  Yes Yos
| e L | il filter Yes  Yes Yes
/ of capacity: 41 |42 3cu b Gearboxoll__No__ No Yes
i , o - == —— Sparkplugs Mo Yes  Yes
/ \.1.. | ni Bircleaner Mo Yes Vi
| et T Totalcost [69.70E123.492 £151.12
. | ! = {Assuming labour at £18.60 an
| RN | = & =2 a3 hour inc VAT)
A : L4 - — PARTS COST finc VAT] _
I‘ 02 2= "_' £ 2 TE | T Brake pads (2 wheals) front £a3 12
= T 21539 - g Brakeshoes [2Zwheels|rear EGB.23
= 5% . T Exhaustcomplete £214.99
b == i I - - 18 Tyre—each itypical] £92.00
v 1 & B L - | Windscreen F133.a1
[+ L e ] a2 I Headlamp unlt £106.24
= GROUND CLEARANCE 557150 R} | _Frontwing E111.91
R — TR Rear bumper E213.45
W o DVERALL DIMENSIONS in [ m WARRANTY
ROMIATHACN TN K HEMR TRAGE RV K 36 monthsUL, G-year anti-Corrosion
STEERING IN EACH GEAR EQUIFMENT
Rack and pinion. Steering wheel mph  Top 4th  3rd 2nd AmmeterVoltmeters NiA
ALFA 33 1.7 VELOCE - diameter 15.0in, 3.3 turns lock 1o lock, 1030 — 00 68 44 Automatic NA
FRGDUCE[;B"I" BRAKES 20-40 11.6 B3 58 348 Economy gauge NiA
: Rl bt 3050 107 80 64 3.7 Five speed [ ]
Allfa Lancia Industriale, Bialciocni=epl [EiDona Ny Exoat Ab50 106 S8 653 43 Limitedslip differential NiA
Stabilmato di Arese, 9.4in (239mm) dia ventilated discs. 5070 e 81 ;\,.g = “Powersteering A
Milan 391, ltaly Rear 8.0in (203mm) dia drums. 080 NE 88 71 — Revcounter []
: Vacuum servo. Handbrake, centre T80 134 101 —  — Wheelreach adjustment MIA
S0LD IN THE UK BY: lever acting on rear drums. —_— T WA
Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd, _B0-ID0 184 138 — — rip computer i
Poulten Close, Dover, WHEELS et imnt L]
Kent CT17 OHP Alloy, 5%in rims. Aadial tubeless tyres | COMSUMPTION Heated zeats A
{Michelin MY on test car), size 186/ FUEL Height adjusiment WA
BOR 14, pressures F26 R23 psl (normal Overall mpg: 26.2 {10.8 litres100km) Lumbar adjustment MAA
driving). 5.8mpl _%n_aalha;_k_rech_nu ]
SPECIFICATION | pmewies eatcushiondi A
ENGINE Battery 12V, 45Ah. Alternator 45A. Autocar formula:  Hard 23.6mpg ~ Splitrear seats ]
Longways, front, front-wheel drive. Headlamps 110120W. Reversing lamp | priying Average 28.9mpg Door mirror remote control [
Head/block al.alloy/cast inon. standard. 14 electric fuses. 2-spaed and conditizns Gentle 34.1mpg Electricwindows (front) )

4 gylinders horizontally opposed,

plus intermittant. Electric screen

Grade of fuel: Premium, 4-star (98 RM]

Intarior adjustable headlamps MoA

bored block, 3 main bearings, Water washer. VWater val-l.ra interior heatar; Fuel tank: 11 Imp galls {50 litres) Sunroof[manual) F220.00
coaled, electric fan. air conditioning NA. Cloth seats, vinyl Mileage recorder: 2.1 per cent long Tinted glass ®
Bore 87mm (3.4in), stroke 72.2mm | headlining. Carpet floor covering. 0il: (SAE 10W/d0} negligible Headlampwashiwipe NiA
(2 8in), capacity 1712ce (104.5 cu in). Screw pillar jack: 2 jacking points each Tailgaiewashiwipe .
Valve gear ohe, 7 valves per side. Laminated windscreen. Central locking ®
cylhinder, toothed belt camshaft drive m:__‘:ﬁ::‘rﬁnm TSrankio hetitral) Child proaflocks [ ]
Compression ratio 9.5 to 1. Electronic _ i llsimals Cigar lighter [
ignition, 2 twin-choke downdraught PERFORMANCE Pedal load for 0.5 stops in b Clgck 3 [ )
carburettors. MAXIMUM SPEEDS BlBiend startiznd Foglamps A
Max power 118bhp (PS-DIN} (B2 Gear mph kph  rpm L 6 4090 Internal boot release LN
150 at 6000rpm. Max torque 108.5Ibft | _OD Top (Mean) 117 188 5650 2 20-30 74560 Locking fuel cap T 7
at 3500rpm. {Best] 118 190 6200 3 20-40 B _45-65 Lugnagecover D E
ath 107 1726200 3 3045 BTG5 Metallic paint £150.00
TRANSMISSION 3rd B3 134 6200 Al 10" 4065 Radio/cassetie DO _
Es . Chinekd it _2nd 5O 05 E200 Aerial imanual) L
fon i it b sl B 1st 35 56 6200 ; Speaker ]
diaphragm spring clutch. e T e Response (from 30mph in neutral} peakers : KN
Gear Ratio  mph/1000rpm Load g Distance @ Standard N7A Not applicable DO
Top 0854 20,71 Aiﬁgﬁﬁg?” —10ib 0.21 " 4an Dealer option
4ath 1.027 17,22 200k 0.59 51ft oo ONE
“Hrd 1.323 13.37 True Tima Speedo N 0,56 35ft ST CLBH TS
~Znd 1864 5.49 mph _Isecl mph I5ib 0.90 33t
st 3.143 63 30 31 2 Handbrake  0.34 BaT
Final drivie: helical spur, ratio 3.7 40 48 4z Max gradient: 1in3
50 6.8 55 CLUTCH Pedal 371b; Travel 5.5in
&0 9.1 [
SUSPEMNSION 70 126 78
Front, independent, MacPherson B 165 &4 WEIGHT
strut, coil springs, telescopic dampers, a0 222 ] Kerb 18.4cwt 20601b/932kg
anti-roll bar. 100 30,0 110 {Distribution F/R, G2/38)
Rear, rigid axle beam, Watts linkage, | _110 = 1 Test 21.5cwi/241110/1031 kg

Panhard rod, telescopic dampers, anti-
roll bar.

Standing Ye-mile: 16.56s5ec, T9mph

Standing km: 31.25ec, 30mph

Max payload 7831355k
Towing weight 10001b/2203kg




Subtle panel kit and more distinctive rear spoiler mark out Veloce

\ | ..._.

A of long, fast bends as found so often
on British A-roads,

In general, the rde is good. Small
high-frequency bumps are taken in
the 1.7 siride and we are glad w
repaort that the slight loating sensa-
non over long low-frequency undula-
tions we noticed on the last 33 tested
{Antocar 26 March 1986) is no longer
present — on British roads at least.

Cine criticism of the 1.7 which
remains is the feeling through the
steering wheel. A [5in diameter
steering wheel is retained although of
slightly different design — which
requires just over three tuens lock-to-
lock and is not power assisted. This is
well weighted at speed 1o give
reasonable feedback wothe driver but
at slow and parking speeds, it docs
require a little oo much elfon.
Power steering is not an optional
extra and probably should not be as it
wolld spoil the feel of the car at speed
for the driver. It s marketed as o
hot hatchback after all

The uprated brakes — ventilated
discs al the front, inboard-mounted
— respand well to pedal pressure but
are not progressive enough and have
a tendency to lock up at the front too
soaan, This is perhaps an indication of
over-servoing or it may well be that
this was peculiarity with the test cr.
Brakes which lock up the front
wheels on @ dry surface with & mere
35lbof pedal pressure ave not exactly
ideal for day-to-day driving . | .

The Mkstop fade st however,

Seats are improved and steering column filt adjustable

-

was more positive with an acceptable
degree of deterioration but sufficient
recovery lowards the end of this
cxtreme procedure

As far as relinement levels are
cangerned there seems to have becn
an improvement. This is probably
due to better fit-and-finish as it
appears to be the wind noise that has
been reduced — at motorway speeds
at least,

The predominant source of noise is
the engine as befits a “sports’
oriented cor— but in the past this has
beenmatched by the wind noise inthe
Alfa 33 range. It s possible the
change is attributable to the wind
deflectors on the [ront doors —
similar to those fAtted to the Strada
Abarth 130TC — bur whatever the
reason, there is no longer a con-
tinuews whistle in the driver’s right
ear. Road noise and tyre roar arve also
kept to acceprable levels.

Finding a comforiable driving posi-
tion inan Alfa 33 isstill a problem for
a lot of people. The reason 15 the
off-set pedal box — very much o the
left in the right-hand drive versions
due tor the massive wheel-arch intra-
sion which also means there 5 no
o to the left of the clutch pedal for
the foot — ond the steering wheel!
seat relationship, The latter is the
best it has ever been in the 33 range
due o the improved scats and the
rake-adjustable  stecring  column.
The bucket-style seats now  have
mare padding and provide far better

ALFA 33 1.7 VELOCE

Access to the rear is good
thigh support. But when arc the
Italian engineers going to be as canny
a5 the Japanese?

soon, with any luck. 1t should be
possible for a driver — of whatever
size or shape, within reason —tostep
intor a car and at least be able to ind a
comfortable driving position. Surely
that 13 not oo much to ask? The
human frame is very adaptable but
there is no need to test the theory.
Those of average height will find no
problems, but if you are over 6t tall
and do not wish o dove with knees
splayed either side of the stecring
wheel, this is not the car for you.

The sports scats are welcome as is
the rest of the redesigned facia, It is
cleaner — if a little more plastic —
than before but the perspex cover
over the mstruments binnacle would
henefit from being tilted at a different
angle. There is oo much reflection
which tends to distract the drver in
bright sunlight as well as making the
mstruments awkward o read. All of
them are visible but difficult to see at
times due to unwanted reflection.

Alfa has succeeded in producing a
convenient and  practical package
with the latest version of the 33
Access to the rear seats is good,
although those passengers have to
suffer restricted legroom, and the
hitch has o remote release, The split
rear seals can be folded to increase
luggage capacity from 4.1 cu [t 10
42 4 cufr.

As far as the

UK market s

Heat output is prodigious
concerned, the Alfa 33
oriented towards performance and so
only the 1.5 and newly introduced
1. 7-litre versions are available —with
or without a Zender bodvkit. The kit,
fitted at Sheerness, essentially turms
the car into Veloce spec.

The Alfa33 1.7 is an improvement
over previous models in terms of
performance andis just as convenient
bt it still has the same basic fault: it
takes time for the dover to get used to
the seating and driving position and
make himsell comlorable.

Mevertheless, it is worth persever-
ing as the 33 1.7 is a rewarding car to
drive with its close-ratio gearing and
the distinctive high-pitched bark on
the overrun. With a few minor

i5 now

improvements and an even more
powerful engine, Alfa has the poten-
tial to offer a world beater but in the
meantime the 1.7 & a good pro-
position at £8599: plus £400 for
the bodykit. B




