


TEST UPDATE

ALFA 33 1.7 VELOCE

llowing the Fiat takeover at the
F':;:ginmnf_ af this year, the
rationalisation of Alfa Romeo
 has begun, at least as far as the UK
market is concerned. The tnmmed
and uprated Alfa 33 range is now
available and represents a return to
the more ‘sports’ oriented  Alfa
ranges of old with the introduction of
the two 1.7-litre-engined models; the
Cloverleafand Veloce.

Alfa has taken the opportunity to
uprate the 33 range cosmetically at
the same time with a new facia and
dashboard, new seats, a close ratio
gearbox with a shightly taller final
drive and varying degrees of bodykir;
all designed 1o enhance the sports
image.

The 32 range now consists of just
four models; two powered by the
beloved 1490ce, L05bhp “boxer” en-
gine and tao by the bored and stroked
1712cc unit. The Veloce designation
for both engine options denotes only
the fitting of a Zender bodykit.

It was always thought that the
14890 engine was stretched to max-
imum capacity already but the Alfa
engineers have done a great deal of
work and managed successfully o
squeeze out a further 222cc by
increasing the stroke and bore 1o
T2mm and 37mm respectively, from

d2mm and 84mm. Modifications
have also been made to the head and
piston crowns and the valve seats and
manifolds.

Petrol and air are supplied to each
cylinder by two twin-choke down-
draught carburettors for maximised
efficiency and performance with a
choke for each cylinder. In this
specification the engine produces
its maximum power of 118bhp at
6000rpm and develops peak torque of
106,81k ft at 3500rpm

To cope with the additional power
Alfa has uprated the clutch, firted
ventilated disc brakes atthe front and
stiffened suspension. The suspension
layout remains basically the same as
before with MacPherson struts, coil
springs, telescopic dampers and anti-
roll bar at the front and rigid beam
axle, Watts linkages, Panhard rod,
telescopic dampers and anti-roll bar
at the rear.

The mean maximum speed re-
corded on a dry and relatively
wind-free high-speed bowl ar Mill-
brook was 117mph which corres-
ponds to 5650rpm, with a wind-

PRICE £8999, TOP SPEED 117mph, 0-60mph 9. 1secs, MPG 26.2

FOR Convenience, performance AGAINST Driving position, body roll

'BACKONTHE

RIGHT TRACK

Alfa Romeo has gone back to its performance roots, giving the 33 extra |
power and performance from a bigger engine, but some faults remain

assisted best of 118mph (370rpm).

The indicated red-line on the large
rev-counter starts at 6200rpm —
shading begins at 5600rpm — and
taking this as the maximum rev-point
for the engine results in top speeds of
107, 83, 59, and 35mph for fourth,
third, second and first gears respec-
tiviely.

Rushing off the line for the stand-
ing-start acceleration runs, the 1.7
has a tendency to break traction
casily so care and a subtle right foot
are the order of the day, After a few
practice runs, 43{0rpm seemed to be
the optimum revs for dropping the
clutch. Wheelspin iz feathered
throwgh the accelerator pedal until
traction is gained and 30mph is
reached in 3.1secs, Six seconds later
and 60mph fashes up, with 100mph
achieved in 3. (secs,

The guarter-mile distance 15 co-
vered im 16.5secs at a terminal speed
of Temph from a standing-start with
the kilometre post reached in
31.2secs at 9%mph.

The Alfa 33 Green Cloverleal we
tested (Auwrccar, 15 August 1984)
returned an overall fuel consumption
figure of 26. 3mpg — reasonable for a
1.5litre “hot-hatchback™ but the 0-
tllmph of 9 8secs did not break any
records. The Alfa 33 1.7 returned a
figure very close to this— 26, 2mpg —
during its 634 miles with us despite
improved performance, which is a
clear indication that the Alfa en-
gineers have done their job well.

Applving the Aweocar average
formula results in a consumption
figure of 2&&mpz which s more

representative. Prospective owners
should remember that our overall
fizure includes the performance rest-
ing and we do tend to drive test cars
hard, The Alfa’s croising range is
around 300 miles. :

Ride and handling are the areas
which always end up as a compromise
in production cars and this is very
much the case with the Alfa 1.7. It
docs have uprated suspension to cope
with the improved performance and
in the normal course of driving it is
adequate but driven really enthusias-
tically there is too much body-roll 1o
suit the tastes of some ‘hot-hatch’
owners. The compromise is very
much towards ride while leaving the
handling on the safe, but not positive
side,

Being (ront-wheel drive and with a

welght distribution biased to the Tront
— 62 per centf38 per cent — the 1.7
has @ natural tendency to understeer,
Lift-off mid corners and the front end
tucks-in to correct the line accompa-
nied by wheel scrub which reduces
speed. IF the driver is really driving
hard a rear inside wheel will leave the
ground on lifting off the throttle but
this iz not to the detriment of the
handling.

The sheer amount of roll wnder |
hard comenng is readily noticeable,
Amti-roll bars are fitted front and rear
bt the body roll s sull sufficient o
make the driver feel a little uneasy.
It's mot in the least dangerous as it is
virtually impossible to make | the
rear-end step out of line, but the
press-on driver may fecl asif the car is
becoming uneasy through a series p







