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Permanent 4

Permanent four-wheel drive is probably Alfa Romeo’s final
attempt to iron out the 33’s shortcomings and the driver now
has full access to one of the most charismatic engines around

CAWYE .'—‘Lj::.C.L.'SE AI..FA ~RD.!"'.-JIE{'_’!I spension revisions to sedate the

hyperactive helm.
_ Buteven that was not enough to carn the

quh,l: IJl'r al ]"It_ .idde urge ftht. new

th proble r‘n~

g eel drive,
0 be mistaken with the s ble
-split all-wheel drive system found on
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' the car still breaks

-

Four-wheel drive
has cured the 33's
torque steer and
improved grip, but

traction at
surprisingly low
speeds. Recaro
seats and Nardi
steering wheel are
welcome but the
driving position is
as uncomfortable
as ever. The 1.7-
litre 16-valve flat
four is charismatic
but less flexible
than the eight-
valve unit

33 estates of vore, the Permanent 4 s fitted
with a central viscous coupling developed
exclusively for the 33 by Steyr-Puch. Usually
i doles oul 95 per cent of the 171 2cc engine's
137bhp and 1181b ft of torque o the front
wheels, but up to 65 per cent can be directed
aft if it 15 required.

For those who have been plagued by the
neurotic twitchings of a front=drive 33 under
full acceleration, the Permanent 4 will be the
perfect tonic. No matter how wet the road or

how tight the turn, the steering is a model of

propriety. Which, in truth, is the least that can
be expected from a four-wheel drive svstem.
The unexpected bonus of the Permanent
+'s extra hardwear is how little it dents the 3375
performance. Indeed, thanks to its new-found

ability to direct all its power forward instead of
from side to side, it is 2 good deal quicker off

the line, taking 8.6sces to reach 60mph as
pposed o 8.95ecs for its 176lb lighter frone-
wheel-drive sister. Top speed has fallen 4mph
1o 124mph and the Permanent 4 is ), 8secs
slower from 30-70mph in top than before,
mking 12 4secs. Unaccountably, the slog from
30-50mph in fourth is dispatched a fraction
quicker than the standard 33 16v. Only fuel
cconomy has taken a dive, sinking from a
superh 29.7mph to an unimpressive 25mpg.
But if the Permanent 4% performance has
st less than expected. its handling has gained
e55 Lo, Apart from the welcome absence of
rgue steer, many of the 33°s less desirable
raits remain. Chief among these is the
aeering's laclk of feel, Although the wheel is
ell weighted and turns the car precisely,
vhen the tyres do start to lose purchase there

is little warning through the nm, And although
the power is now led through all four tyres, it
i5 atill possible for it to overwhelm their grip ar
surprisingly low speeds. It is just as well thar
the chassis has a natural balance; it never

requires more than a brief Iift o pull the car

back on course. Naturally it ¢lings to the road
more tenaciously than before when it's wer,
bur it still starts o slide at disappointingly
modest speeds for is advanced deiveline.

et Alfa enthusiasts should be graveful Dor
small mercies, because if nothing else the
Permanent 4 now gives you full access to one
of the most charismalic engines around.
Previously when vou accelerated up to its
67530rpm red line, you were distracted by
the steering’s histrionics. Now you can sample
its delights and sublime exhaust note
unimpeded. Itis stll a flawed powerplant — it
15 less flexible than the eight-valve unit and
only gives irs all above 4500rpm — but many
will forgive that for its throttle response.

As ever, this 33 is a car for individuals, At
£14.997, it remains good value, with a roomy
interior and a wealth of standard goodics, Also
remaining, though, is the offset, short-legged
driving position, rubbery gearchange and
noisy motorway progress. Four-wheel drive
has had little effect in most arcas burt is worth-
while for negating the torque steer alone,

It’s likelv that the Permanent 4 will be
Alfa’s last amtempt 1o right the 337 wrongs, It
is stTill far from perfect and lags behind the
opposition in many respects, but undl its all-
new replacement makes its debut at the end of
1993, the Permanent 4 will satisfy the 33%s
small but devoted band of followers, B

ALFA ROMEO 335 16v PERMANENT 4
LAYOUT

Transverse, fronl engine, Tour-wheel drive

EMGINE

Capacity 1 721cc. 4 cvlinders in line

Compression ratio 9.5
Head,/Dlook ol alloy cast iren

Valve gear dohe, four valves per cylinder

Fuel and ignition clecironic ignition, Beach
Moaotronic 4.1 fuel injection

Max power 137bhp (PS-THRD (102N 1500 @
A500rpm Max torgue 1190 fi (161 Mm} ar 4600m

GEARBOX

Five-spoed manual

Ratios Top (L85, 4th 1,03, 3rd 1,32, 2nd 1.86. 151
3.14 Final drive ratio 3 59

SUSPENSION
Fromt =iruts, lower wishbones, anti-roll bar
Rear tubular axle, Panhard rod, coil springs

STEERING

Rack and pindon, power assisted, 3 wms keck w lock

BRAKES

Front voniilated discs Bear discs

PRICE

14,5997

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS

Gear mph km /b pm

Top (mean) 124 2063 G230
best) 126 203 G330

4th 117 18 GT ALk

Jed Hi 135 GT Al

2nd &1 98 TSI

Isr G 58 Tal

ACCELERATION FROM REST

True Time Speedo

mph (secs) mph

30 X2 34

40 4.7 44

A0 6 54

il 8.6 fed

T 1§ B ]

i 151 =6

oo 19.5 k]

L 5K 105

(11 155 115

Standing 1,/4 mile 15 %.ces, B5mph

Standing km 0 Tseos, 10Tmph

30-TOmph through gears 5 Tseos

ACCELERATION IN EACH GEAR

miph Top 4th 3rd 2Znd

10-30 — = %1 4.6

20-40 13.7 9.2 Gl 4.1

30-50 11.1 5.3 5.9 id

40-560 11.3 Hoh 5.8 g

50-70 124 LR 5.8 —

G-80 13.7 R 6.2

T 14.2 9.9 —

Hi-160 17.4 11.3 —

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Overall mpg 250 (113 litres L00km
Fuel grade unicaded (935RM
Tank capacity 12,1 palls (55 litvves)

WEIGHT
240110 (1090ke
Distribution % F/R 55941

Test 283110 (1 285k

TEST CONDITIONS

Wind 12-14mph
Temperature Secdeg O (460ep 15
Barometer L2 | mbar
Surface dry asphaluconcrete

Test distance 1000 miles

Figmares laken at 4200 miles by our own staff ac the
Lais group proving ground, Millbrook

aF & Moarar test resulis are subjoect 1w
world copyright and may not be reproduced
without the cditor’s wrinen permission.
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