LONG-TERM TEST 1

it may make a lovely noise and handie and

perform well, but Autocar’s Aifa 75 has its fair
share of trouble. Mark Gillies was still impressed

75 has already had the cylinder

head removed to replace an O-ring
seal; the electrics have gone on the
blink once; we’'ve seen awesome rear
tyre wear; and the carhas depreciated
by fully 40 per cent on its initial
purchase price.

It took Alfa Romeo GB's parts
department nearly two months to
deliver a driver’s side door mirror,
during which time entry om to
motorways was a nightmare. The
heating and ventilation 1s still a bad
joke. People over 6ft tall find the car
impossible to drive. The brakesfail to
inspire confidence. And even the
styling lacks class. Then again, Alfa
saloons have never been voluptuous
beauties in the style of the firm’s
coupés and sports cars.

And yet, in this case, the car
performs so well in some areas that [
tend to dismiss the [aults as slightly
irrelevant . The 75 fulfils some of my
most basic motoring critenia. It seats
four adults in comfort, and its vast
boot swallows most of an Austin
Seven with nary a problem.

Theengineis a honey, both flexible
cnough to allow top gear travelling in

In 12,000 miles, ‘our’ Alfa Romco

town and powerful enough to dispose
of most hot hatches wherever neces-
sary. It does seem odd that Alfa has
chosen to majorits 75 revisions for "87
on the engine, producing an even
more powerful 3-litre V6, when thisis
the one area of the current 75 whichiis
pretty close to perfection. Perform-

-ance has niever been a problem with

the 75, but people of above average
height have always found it difficult
to discover that, thanks to a driving
position which verges on the absurd.

I've always enjoyed the car’s
handling, too. Being brought up on
rear-drive machinery, T've always
liked oversteer, and the Alfa’s well
balanced chassis combined with that
responsive V6 engine means that
tail-out behaviour is available on
demand. The sophisticated rear sus-
pension, with de Dion axle properly
located by Watts linkage and trailing
arms, means that ulumate behaviour
is predictable, and altogether, it’s a
great cross-country car. The handling
could benefit from improvement in
onc or two areas, however: the
steering could be given more fecl, the
straight line stability could be im-
proved, especially in cross-winds, b

it has its fauits, but on the whole the 75's redeeming features, like its
handling. tend to more than cancel them out
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